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PREFACE

The purpose of this book is to  publicize the recent
movements in Thailand, particularly, the role of students in
the politics of the country. Also recorded in this book are the
events of world wide interest which took place from October
6-16, 1973: a significant chapter in the history of Thailand
in which the dictatorial military government was overthrown.

This book is intended as an objective account of the
events with the last section a comment. It is hoped by the
Student Union that this book will help English speaking people
to have a better understanding of student movements in
Thailand.

On behalf of the Student Union of Chulalongkorn
University, I would like to express my thanks to the efficient
staff of the Foreign Relations Club 1973 of the Student Union
for their initiative and enthusiasm in collecting all the
necessary data which made the publication of this book
possible. 1 feel grateful to Achaan Piansiri Ekniyom and Mr.
G.R. Peterson for their sacrifices in rewriting and editing the
book and to  Achaan Wittaya Wijitthanarak for his commen-
tary.

The success of this book, if any, is dedicated to  the
courageous students all over the world who have fought for
what they believed in and who have sacniied their lives for
their beloved countries.

Prasarn Triratvoraku),
President of The Student Union of Chulalongkorn
University 1973-74
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Introduction

What happened in Thailand in October, 1973 can
be compared to a play without rehearsal. It was an unexpected
and unprecedented event: never before in Thai history had a
group of private citizens joined forces in overthrowing a power-
ful military dictatorship. However, it did happen and conse-
quently, turned a new page in Thai history. It is universally
true that any change in government has both good and bad
consequences. How much the good consequences will out-
weigh the bad ones in this case remains to be seen.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THAI POLITICS

June 24, 1932 is recorded as a significant milestone in
the history of Thai politics. Absolute monarchy which had
prevailed in this country since the 13th century came to an
end. At dawn on this historic day, the People’s Party, which
consisted of military men and intellectuals who had been
educated in Europe, staged a revolution which ended monar-
chic absolutism and ushered in constitutional democracy.
This revolution was not tarnished by any violence due to the
wise and far-sighted attitude of King Prachathipok, who
granted the request of the People's Party that he remain on
the throne as a constitutional monarch.

The following is a quotation from the reply of King
Prachathipok to the ultimatum submitted to  him at his
summer palace by the People’s Party.

“I have received the letter in which you
invite me to return to Bangkok as a constitutional
monarch. For the sake of peace; and in order to
save useless bloodshed; to avoid confusion and
loss to the country; and more, because I have
already considered making this change myself, I
am willing to cooperate in the establishment of a
constitution under which I am willing to serve.

Furthermore, there is a possibility that, if I
decline to continue in my office as King, the
foreign powers will not recognize the new govern-
ment. This might entail considerable difficulty for
the government.”
Unfortunately, from June 24, 1932 until Bloody Sunday

on October 14, 1973 Thai people had hardly come any closer
to  democracy. The absolutism of a monarch was simply
replaced by absolutism of another type. One group of military
men after another took turn in controlling the country. The
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revolution in 1932 brought about an abrupt change in the
political structure of the country. The majority of the citizens,
especially those who lived far away from the capital, could not
actually comprehend the change. Thus, they were not aware
of their democratic rights and obligations. The 39 years of
democracy in Thailand were filled with numerous coups and
revolutions. One constitution after another was drafted,
promulgated and, then, abrogated. Oligarchy is probably a
better term than democracy to describe politics in post- 1932
Thailand.

Immediately after the revolution on June 24, 1932, the
first democratic constitution in Thailand was proclaimed, the
provisional constitution of June 27, 1932. It was hurriedly
drafted by Dr. Pridi Phanomyong, one of the revolution
leaders. The first permanent constitution was promulgated on
December 10th of the same year.

According to the constitution of December 10, 1932,
the government consisted of a unicameral legislative house
and a royal cabinet responsible to it. However, this constitu-
tion included one crucial provision. It stated that since the
majority of the people still needed a period of tutelage before
adopting a full democracy, half of the legislative house would
be appointed by the government. This condition was to remain
for 10 years or until half of the eligible votershad completed
four years of compulsory education, whichever came first.
The provision was, in effect, an indicator of semi-absolutism,
which prevailed through the 39 years of ‘democracy’ in
Thailand.

The People’s Party, after its seizure of power, issued a
six-point program as follows:

1) Freedom and equality of the people in politics,
law, courts and business;

2) internal peace and order;
3) economic well-being and work for all, by means
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of economic planning;

4)  Equality for all citizens;
5) freedom and liberty not conflicting with the fore-

going;
6)  education for all.
Dr. Pridi Phanomyong, the drafter of the first provisional

constitution, took point three as a mandate to draft an
economic plan for the nation in April 1933. The plan con-
tained so many radical economic ideas that it was labeled as
bolshevism. The People’s Party was annoyed; therefore. Dr.
Pridi was encouraged to go into a voluntary exile. This
economic plan, however, led to two significant results. First,
it became apparent that the Thai government would adopt an
anti-communist attitude. Secondly, an army group headed by
Phraya Pahon, the key personality of the People’s Party,
staged a coup d'e’tat and set itself up as the government in
June of the same year. The country was ruled by decrees.

Four months later, the new government faced a rebellion
of provincial army officers and civil servants led by Prince
Baworadate, a former Minister of Defence. The group dis-
approved of the monopoly of power by the People’s Party.
This marked the first bloodshed in the history of democracy
in Thailand. Even though King Prachathipok did not show
any support for the rebels, he was seriously compromised in
the minds of the People’s Party leaders. The status of royalty
dropped to its lowest in Thai history. Many princes as well as
King Prachathipok went into exile. During his stay in Britain,
the King came into conflict with the government on many
matters. Finally, he decided to abdicate on March 2, 1935
and continued to  live in England until his death in 1941 .

The following is a quotation from his abdication
announcement.

“I am willing to surrender my former power
in favour of the people generally, but I refuse to
surrender it to any individual or party so that
power can be wielded in an autocratic way
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without the people having any voice.”'
This quotation was quoted by the protesting students

during the October uprising in 1973.
Monarchy was still maintained in the country. The

crown was presented to Prince Anandamahidol, who was in
school in Switzerland because King Prachathipok did not have
an heir. Since King Anandamahidol was a minor, the National
Assembly appointed a Council of Regency to act on his behalf.

In 1938, three years after King Prachathipok’s abdica-
tion, the Prime Minister was Colonel (later Field Marshal)
Plag Phiboonsongkram. He was one of the leaders of the
1932 Revolution and also a prominent officer in the
Baworadate Rebellion.

When the Second World War broke out, Thailand was
also affected. On December 7, 1941 the Japanese Ambassador
in Bangkok submitted to the Thai government a request of a
free passage for Japanese troops on their way to  attack the
British army in Burma and India. On December 8,  Japanese
troops landed at three provinces on the eastern coast of the
South of Thailand. The Government had only two alternatives:
cooperation or a risk of independence. Although the impulse
to resist was apparently very strong, the government of Prime
Minister Plag Phiboonsongkram succumbed to the Japanese
demand. The Allies’ planes, then, started to raid Bangkok and
its vicinity. Thailand, therefore, had to make a declaration of
war against the Allies in January 1942.

However, a Free Thai Movement, disapproving of the
government’s war policy, was started in the United States
and headed by M.R. Seni Pramoj, the Ambassador in
Washington. The movement was later joined by Thai students
in Great Britain and later in the war by the Free Thai Move-
ment at home, headed secretly by Dr. Pridi Phanomyong, the
Regent at the time.

Towards the end of the war, it was apparent that the
unity within the People’s Party was split. The Regent Pridi
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Phanomyong finally succeeded in forcing the overthrow of
Phiboonsongkram’s government. The new government was
headed by Prime Minister Khuang Aphaiwong. who later
became the leader of the opposition Democrat Party.

The war ended in 1945 with the defeat of Japan and
thus also Thailand. M.R. Seni Pramoj, the head of the Free
Thai Movement in the United States, was called to Bangkok to
take over the Prime Minister ’s office. He took charge of nego-
tiating postwar settlements with the Allies. While the United
States was lenient. Great Britain was not very sympathetic.

After the war, the People’s Party was divided into three
dominant groups: the military group headed by Field Marshal
Plag Phiboonsongkram, the ex-Prime Minister; the parliamenta-
ry and government officials group headed by Dr.Pridi Phanom-
yong; and a smaller group of traditionalists headed by ex-Prime
Minister Khuang Aphaiwong and M.R. Seni Pramoj.

In 1946, a new constitution was promulgated. Corrup-
tion in the government became widespread as a result of the
postwar morale and economy. Pridi Phanomyong was forced
by the situation to descend from his position of eminence as
Regent to the more vulnerable position of Prime Minister.

On June 9 ,  1945, the minor King Anandamahidol was
assassinated. Though the circumstances, surrounding this
unfortunate incident are obscure and mysterious, Pridi
Phanomyong was implicitly accused of being responsible for
the regicide. He resigned two months later and chose Luang
Thamrong, a conservative statesman, to take over the office
while he still had control over the government.

In November 1947, a coup d’etat was staged by a group
of military men under Field Marshal Plag Phiboonsongkram.
Pridi Phanomyong had to go into exile and the Prime Minister
Luang Thamrong had to  go into hiding. A caretaker govern-,
ment was appointed with Khuang Aphaiwong as the Prime
Minister for the second time. This caretaker government was
supposed to remain until a general election.
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In April 1948, the government of Khuang Aphaiwong
was forced out at gunpoint by the military. Field Marshal
Plag Phiboonsongkram then took over the office of the Prime
Minister. One very important fact is that the navy was
usually not in sympathy with the coup group, which consisted
mainly of army officers. In 1949, a revolt broke out in the
middle of Bangkok. It was understood that the navy was
behind the attempt, expecting to welcome back Pridi Phanom-
yong. The revolt was not successful. A large number of
officials and politicians were imprisoned or shot under obscure
Circumstances.

In June 1951, the navy kidnapped the Prime Minister
Field Marshal Plag Phiboonsongkram, holding him captive
aboard the warship Manhattan. The army and the air force
joined together in the suppression of the Manhattan Revolt.
After three days of heavy fighting, the navy was defeated.
A significant outcome of the revolt is that the navy has been
barred from politics ever since, thus strengthening the domi-
nance of the army commanders in Thai politics.

During the suppression of the revolt two powerful men
emerged on the political scene of Thailand; namely, General
Phao Siyanon and General Sarit Thanarat. Towards the end of
that same year, an announcement was broadcast over Radio
Thailand that the current constitution was suspended and the
first constitution of December 10, 1932 was reestablished. The
announcement was signed by a group of military leaders who
justified their action by asserting the danger of communist
subversion. This was followed by a round-up of numerous
suspects, including writers, intellectuals and young military
officers. These people were arrested and convicted on charges
of communist conspiracy. This has always been used as a
political tactic of the military governments in Thailand against
the anti-government critics and suspects. Il became obvious
that the control of the country was in the hands of the three
strong men: Field Marshal Plag Phiboonsongkram, General



I 0 I



Participation: 13

Sarit Thanarat and Police General Phao Siyanon. They all
held the key positions in the government.

Prime Minister Plag left the country for a tour of the
United States and Great Britain in 1955. Upon his return, he
announced a new era of democracy. The first act for the
registration of political parties was proclaimed. As a con-
sequence, more than 25 political parties came into existence.
Freedom to discuss politics was also granted t o  the public.
Public speeches, “Hyde Park” fashion, were encouraged and
enthusiastically participated in by politicians and government
critics. The Prime Minister, himself, held a regular press
conference. It seemed as if an era of genuine democracy had
finally dawned in the country.

However, the general election in February 1957, proved
that democracy in Thailand was still a fantasy. Stories of
ballot-box stuffing, double voting and falsification of returns
rumored everywhere. They made the marginal truimph of the
government party seem suspicious. Public dissatisfaction was
reflected on newspaper pages. Students, who had just woken
from a long sleep of political indifference, did not hesitate to
display their suspicion of the government’s victory. It was
apparent in this election of February 1957 that General Sarit
Thanarat had dissociated himself from the controlling group of
the government. In effect, it was he who encouraged student
involvement in politics. However, Field Marshal Plag Phiboon-
songkram, the head of the victorious party was able to form a
government despite the fact that important cabinet positions
were held by Sarit and his deputies.

On September 16, 1957, General Sarit Thanarat staged
a coup d’etat to overthrow Plag Phiboonsongkram’s govern-
ment. The Prime Minister fled from the country. Police
General Phao Siyanon was allowed to go into exile. General
Thanom Kittikachorn, Sarit’s intimate and deputy in the
army, became Prime Minister. Sarit, now a Field Marshal, left
the country for medical treatment in the United States. Asa
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result of frequent coups the public was inclined to  turn away
from politics.

Thanom Kittikachorn’s government was faced with so
many crises, economic as well as political, that it could not
take any decisive action on any issue. Therefore, in October
1958, Field Marshal Sarit staged another non-violent coup
with the consent of Prime Minister Thanom. He declared
himself a military dictator. An interim constitution was
decreed. An assembly consisting of appointed representatives,
With the dual function of a legislative body and constitutional
commission was established. Another round-up was started of
anti-government politicians and journalists. They were jailed
on the mysterious charges of undermining national security or
communist conspiracy. Political parties were outlawed. Field
Marshal Sarit Thanarat, calling himself the leader of the
revolution, took over the Prime Minister’s office. The current
public opinion was that he was carrying out his duties honestly
for the benefit of the country even though he was a dictator.
His actions were usually decisive and bold. Admiration for
Sarit was mixed with awe.

In 1960, Sarit Thanarat’s government, believing in the
importance of education in a democratic country, proclaimed
the National Education Scheme in October to replace that of
1951. According to this scheme, the period of compulsory
education was extended to seven years instead of four.

Moreover, the “First Six Year Plan” was announced in
the same year with the goal of developing the national
economy. The Board of Investment was established to
encourage foreign investors.

However, Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat did not live long
enough to witness the achievements of his government. He
died on December 8 ,  1963. A committee was appointed to
investigate into a tremendous amount of state funds that he
had misappropriated. His image as the hero of the nation
shattered. However, Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn,





17Participation:

who succeeded Sarit as Prime Minister did not make any
changes in the policy.

In 1968, the constitution, the drafting of which started
during Sarit’s term, was proclaimed, making possible a general
election in February, 1969. As the leader of the political party
which received the majority of the votes, Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn became the Prime Minister of Thailand
for the third time.

The constitutional system of government did not run
smoothly though. One third of the votes in Parliament were
held by independent members, whom it was rumored fell
prey to government favors and bribes aimed at winning their
support. At the same time an irrational fear of communis.t
terrorism in neighboring countries and at home alarmed the
government. In November of 1 97 1 Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn used both the cry of communist insurgency and
corruption within the Parliament as rationale to ironically
overthrow his own government. The consequences of the coup
were serious. The constitution was abrogated and replaced by
a series of decrees and martial law. The Parliament was dis-
solved and all semblance of democracy ceased.

Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn appointed himself
the Chairman of the National Executive Council, which took
over control of the country until an interim parliament voted
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn to become Prime Minister.
People were not terribly surprised to discover many disbanded
members of the pre-coup cabinet among the members of the
new cabinet.

It was almost customary that after every coup d’e'tat,
there was always an emergence of a new leader-to-be. This
time, Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn was helped and even
supervised at times by General Prapass Charusathiara. Both of
them formed a powerful duo in power. They were, later,
assisted by Colonel Narong Kittikachorn, the Prime Minister’s
son and also the Deputy Prime Minister Prapass Charusathiara’s
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son-in-law. The Colonel was introduced to the public scene in
the guise of a superman who could ease all crises. The' Bureau
of Investigation and Following-up of Government Operations
or B1FGO was set up as the stepping stone for Colonel Narong
to reach a higher position. The duo became a trio. This
autocratic political system in the country continued until
the uprising in October 1973 when discontented studentsand
the sympathetic public united to  expel the tyrant trio from
the country.

October 6-16, 1973 was also recorded as another mile-
stone in the history of Thai politics. Autocracy was abolished
and hopefully Thailand is at the dawn of a new era of
democracy.



; *
r r*

P
O

LI
TI

C
A

L 
S

A
T

IR
E

 
S

tu
de

nt
 a

ct
in

g 
br

ea
ks

 t
he

 m
on

ot
on

y 
to

 h
el

p 
pa

ss
 th

e 
lo

ng
 h

ou
rs

.

f



21Participation:

AN ACCOUNT OF THE THAI STUDENT MOVEMENT

Only recently have Thai students begun to become aware
of and take interest in their social and political responsibilities.
The social framework, and the educational system in Thailand
have encouraged students to listen but not question.. The goal
has always been to get through with the best possible grade and
not to think or participate. To obtain a degree, or better yet
study abroad to insure a financially and socially secure future
has been the accepted goal of all education. To take interest in
social, political or economic affairs of the country was
considered interfering in “adult affairs.”

This was a dangerous trap into which generations of
students fell. Most students spent four or five years in a
university contributing nothing to society. Their interests
outside the classroom were limited to such traditional activities
as football matches with parades and cheering or freshmen
initiation ceremonies which were gladly accepted and followed
not only by university students but by students in the lower
levels of education as well. Even then, the students realized
that the public looked upon them for leadership. Yet, it
seemed that they were not certain how or where to  lead.

The Thai people have a deep respect for education which
carries the notion that the students have a responsibility to
society. It was not an easy search trying to find their role.
Thai students started to become aware of their social respon-
sibilities long before their political responsibilities. Considering
the cultural background and the political situation of the
country one can easily understand why interest in politics
could not emerge first. Politics had always been relegated to an
influential few. Moreover, it is considered ill-mannered in Thai
society to question or interfere with the business of elders.
Furthermore, because of the political system’s tendency
toward au.ocracy rather than democracy, expression was
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strongly limited.
Students organized a voluntary group to work for social

welfare for the first time in 1968. They left their ivory towers
for the first time and began to get involved with people outside
the campuses. They began to  realize the problems of people in
various parts of the country. They went to teach deprived
children in slums. They went to the country to build schools
and dig wells. These experiences gave them the awareness that
it was their own responsibility to deal with the problems of the
people. In their efforts to solve some of the problems, they
found out that many social ills were related t o  politics. Like it
or not, they had to accept the fact that politics was not only
adult business but everybody citizen’s duty and obligation.

In 1969, there was a general election in which students
volunteered to witness the events at the polling booths in
Bangkok. Falsifications and corruption in the voting proce-
dures increased their political involvement. They also came to
realise the importance of cooperation. Instead of working in
their own separate groups, they decided to  form an inter-
university organization of students. The National Student
Centre of Thailand (NSCT) originated from that realization.

In the first three years of this cooperational organization,
there were not many notable events. The first secretary
generals of the NSCT were usually students from Thammasat
University. The activities were mostly social welfare work. In
1969, there was a flood in the South. The NSCT organized a
program on television to raise funds for the suffering people.
Another fund raising campaign was launched in 1970. The
activities of the NSCT almost came to a standstill in 1971.
Students in general did not actively take interest in the work
of the Centre. Most of them still preferred working within
their own universities.

The policy of the Government to merge all the univer-
sities in Thailand into the Ministry of Education in 1972
served as a catalytic factor in the activities of the university
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students. They realized that this merging would deprive the
universities of their independence in policy making and
administration. University administrators also joined in this
protest. Finally, the Government agreed to cancel the merging
policy. As a result of the success of their cooperation, the
student leaders from various universities decided they should
envigorate the NSCT. They revised the structure of the NSCT
and drafted a new constitution of the -Centre to give more
authority and freedom in decision making to the Secretary
General. This was followed by an election for a new Secretary
General. Theerayuth Boonmee, an engineering student from
Chulalongkorn University, was elected. Since then the NSCT
has become more active both socially and politically

In October, 1972, an investigation committee was
appointed at Kasetsart University to consider a case of criticism
against the Prime Minister by a group of students. At Ram-
khamhaeng University, a group of students were ordered on
probation for their criticism of the university institution in
Thailand. The NSCT submitted a letter of protest to both
universities, asking for freedom of expression on campus.

In November of the same year, it became apparent that
Thailand was suffering from a serious deficit in her trade with
Japan. The NSCT, consequently, launched a campaign to
boycott products from Japan and to promote locally made
products. Posters and placards were displayed at shopping
centers in Bangkok. A large number of students wore shirts
made of locally produced denim. The campaign itself was not
very successful. However, it created a strong impact on the
people. The public was made aware of the economic problems
of the country. Furthermore, the campaign helped give
strength to the NSCT. More students participated in the
activities of the Centre.

In the last month of 1972, the National Executive
Committee, which took over the control of the country after
the coup d’e'tat in November, 1971, announced Decree 299,





Much deprived the judiciary of its jurisdictive power. The
NSCT submitted a protest to the Government but it paid tio
attention. The NSCT, therefore, decided to  stage a demonstra-
tion against the decree. The protesting students gathered at
Chulalongkorn University before they started the march across
the city to stage a sit-in in front of the Supreme Court
Building. Finally, the National Executive Committee gave in
to the students’ demand. This victory added more strength
to the student movement. Students started to keep close
watch of the moves of the Government as  well as  encourage
the public to be aware of the problems, both economic and
political, that the country was facing.

In June 1973, a group of students in Ramkhamhaeng
University were dismissed from the university because they
had published an article criticizing the government policy of
term renewal for high ranking government officials who
reached retirement. The criticism also implied an attack against
the Government for protecting military officers who had used
army vehicles and helicopters for a hunting spree in a national
forest reservation. The NSCT submitted a letter of protest to
the university. The Rector of Ramkamhaeng University
preferred to follow the Government’s policy which discouraged
anti-government criticism on campus. As a gesture of protest
the NSCT rallied the students on all campuses to  boycott their
classes and stage a peaceful demonstration against the punish-
ment of these students. The NSCT claimed that this punish-
ment clearly showed the negative attitude of the Government
toward freedom of expression on campus. At first, the
Government paid no heed to the students’ protest. During their
protesting demonstration the NSCT also pressed a demand
for the promulgation of the new constitution within 6 months.
After 24 hours of peaceful demonstration, the university,
following the instruction of the Government, finally agreed
to revise the sentence of punishment. The Rector of Ram-
khamhaeng University had to resign.
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In July of 1973, the structure of the NSCT was revised
again before the election of a new executive committee to
replace the old one, whose term came to  an end. The Secretary
General, according to the new structure, is assisted by three
deputies for political affairs, economic affairs and social and
educational affairs. The new elected Secretary General was
Sombat Thamrongthanyawong from Kasetsart University. This
was quite a slap in the face for the Government, which had
adopted a policy to renew the office term for government
officials and military men who reached their retirement age.
Theerayuth Boonmee, despite his popularity among students
as well as the public, did not continue his term.

The awareness of the political situation in the country
was also encouraged among the general public as well as
students in secondary and vocational schools. This awareness
only led them to realize how the Government at the time was
abusing its authority. The fate of the whole nation was in the
hands of a trio of military men; namely, Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn, the father; Field Marshal Prapass
Charusathiara, the father-in-law; and Colonel Narong Kitti-
kachorn, the son and son-in-law. The country’s politics and
economy became their family affairs. The trio even staged a
coup d’etat against themselves in order to dissolve the House of
Representatives and abolish the constitution of the country.
The Bureau of Inspection and Following-up of Government
Operations was set up with tremendous power to examine and
control the work in all government agencies. This Bureau was
directed by a retired army officer, but was in fact operated by
Colonel Narong Kittikachorn. Corruption in the government
was encouraged by double corruption practiced by members
of the Kittikachorn and Charusathiara families.

In October 1973, Theerayuth Boonmee, then a graduate,
organized The Constitution Movement Group to press the
Government for the earliest promulgation of a permanent
constitution and to educate people to the ideas of democracy
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and the structure of a government in a free country. It was
apparent that the group, which included students, lecturers,
journalists and former Members of Parliament, doubted the
promise of theGovernment to  return the country to democratic
rule as soon as internal security was established. Communist
insurgency activities were always the answer of theGovernment
to any questions raised by its critics. The Constitution Move-
ment Group, therefore, decided to launch a campaign to put
pressure on the Government to up date the promulgation of
the constitution to an earlier deadline.

The arrests of twelve Constitution activists on October 6 ,
1973 by the Special Branch of the Police Department opened
the curtain for an uprising which forced the trio of tyrants into
exile. The activists were charged with instigating public unrest
and trying to overthrow theGovernment. The NSCT reacted to
this injustice immediately. TheGovernment paid no heed to its
protest. The discovery of textbooks on communism only made
the Government happy enough to add the charge of communist
conspiracy to the charges against the arrested activists. This
was the first time the Government labeled students communists.

Students at Thammasat University, one of whose lec-
turers was among the arrested Constitution activists, indefi-
nitely boycotted their classes and examinations to  stage a rally
on campus. Students from other campuses as well as secondary
and vocational schools soon came to join in. The protesting-
students demanded the unconditional release of the arrested
activists. Schools and universities were finally closed indefi-
nitely. The NSCT took over the control and organization of
the demonstration at Thammasat University on October 1 1.

The NSCT submitted a demand to the Government to
unconditionally release the activists and to  promulgate the
new constitution before December. When die Government
failed to  meet the students’ deadline at noon on October 13,
1973, the biggest protest march Thailand had ever witnessed-
started from Thammasat University towards Democracy
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Monument. The confrontation between the Government and
the students became more critical. In spite of the efforts of
His Majesty the King to mediate a peaceful settlement for both
sides, violence was inevitable when communication among the
student leaders was disrupted and the Government decided to
take aggressive measures against the demonstrators. The mas-
sacre of protesting students and people came to an end when
the trio was forced to leave the country.

After the sorrowful events, the NSCT worked hard in
cooperation with the new civilian Government, headed by
Professor Sanya Thammasakdi, to bring the situation in the
country back to normalcy. During the first days after the
uprising, policemen disappeared into obscurity. Police stations
had to be manned by students. Traffic was directed by boy-
scouts. When the tension subsided, the NSCT resigned from
the political scene.

Besides the NSCT, there are other voluntary groups of
students from various institutions all over the country working
towards the same goal as the NSCT. Thus, as a result of the
success of the NSCT, Thai students have developed a feeling of
unity and purpose as well as a consciousness of their respon-
sibility to improve the social and political conditions of the
country.
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A RECORD OF THE OCTOBER INCIDENTS

The following is a day to day account of the events
which took place in Bangkok during the first half of October
1973 and which changed the course of Thai history.

Friday, October 5
A press conference was held by the Constitution Move-

ment Group to announce its objectives which included a
peaceful campaign demanding the earliest promulgation of the
new constitution, an educational program to offer teaching
of democratic ideas to the public, and a campaign to create
political awareness among Thai people. Policemen, in plain-
clothes as well as in uniform, were sighted observing tne
gathering.

Saturday, October 6
The Constitution Movement Group started the distribu-

tion of books and leaflets to the public in the morning.
At 2:00 p.m., eleven of the activists which included

students, journalists, writers and university instructors were
arrested by the Special Branch Police agents under the charge
of violating a National Executive Committee decree forbidding
the gathering of more than five people for political purposes.
The warrant was signed by the Deputy Prime Minister Field
Marshal Prapass Charusathiara in his capacity as the Interior
Minister.

At midnight, the arrested activists were transferred to
Bangkhane Detention Centre, where communist suspects
and prisoners awaiting deportation are jailed.

Sunday, October 7
Despite the threat from the National Student Centre of

Thailand (NSCT) to  take reactionary steps, one more student
was arrested under the same charge.

Monday, October 8
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A warrant was issued to arrest a former Member of Parlia-
ment, accusing him of conspiring with the arrested activists.

Field Marshal Prapass Charusathiara announced an
additional charge of conspiracy to overthrow the Government
against the 12 detainees, alleging that books on communist
doctrines were discovered during the search of these activists’
houses. Some of the books, however, were borrowed from
university libraries. The Student Organization of the National
Institute of Development Administration submitted an appeal
to the Government to drop the charge of instigating an
uprising against the twelve detained activists.

Thammasat University took reactionary steps. A decision
was made to cancel all classes and postpone the first semester
examinations. Posters attacking the Government were displayed
all over the campus. Students and faculty members went to
visit one of the activists, who was a Thammasat instructor.
Only their representatives were allowed to visit the detainees
and many were refused visitors.

Tuesday, October 9
The wanted former Member of the Parliament gave

himself up to the police.
Prime Minister Thanom Kittikachorn announced that the

detention of the thirteen activists would continue, under
Article 17, which gave absolute power to the Prime Minister to
act freely in maintaining the security of the country. The
NSCT denounced the action of the Government.

Students on every campus reacted strongly to the
Government’s action. The Thammasat University Student
Union submitted an official letter to the Government demand-
ing the release of the thirteen detainees. It was the decision
of the students to stage a nonviolent protest until all the
Constitution Movement activists were released. They also
threatened to resort to violence and bloodshed if their demand
was not complied with.

The sit-in protest went on all through the night at Laan
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Pho Ground on Thammasat campus in spite of the rain.

Wednesday, October 10
This was the second day of the mass rally at Thammasat

University. More and more students from various schools and
universities came to join in. Student leaders of universities and
vocational schools and colleges agreed to give full support to
the protest against the Government’s injustice. Anti-govern-
ment speeches were continuously delivered to.  the protesting
crowd.

Realizing the growing tension, among the gathering
students, rectors of nine state universities appealed to the
Government to  find a way to ease the situation before it
became out of control.

Despite all of the appeals of the students and faculty
councils, the police added another charge against the thirteen
detainees, suspecting them of communist conspiracy. Field
Marshal Prapass Charusathiara was appointed Chairman of the
Peace Keeping Committee for Bangkok while his son-in-law
Colonel Narong Kittikachorn, also the son of the Prime
Minister, was appointed Secretary General of the Committee.
This clearly showed the uncompromising attitude of the
Government.

Thursday, October 1 1
After the cleaning up of the sit-in ground at dawn, the

protest was vigorously resumed on Thammasat campus.
Twelve of the arrested activists, who were detained at

Bangkhane Detention Centre, staged a hunger strike to
protest the delay in the police investigation and to offer moral
support to the mass rally of students.

Deputy Prime Minister Field Marshal Prapass Charu-
sathiara, in his capacity as the Peace Keeping Committee
Chairman, called for a meeting with eleven representatives of
the NSCT.The students submitted their demand for the release
of the thirteen detainees. Field Marshal Prapass refused their
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demand but promised to give “full justice and mercy” and
to conclude the investigation as soon as possible.

The crowd at Thammasat kept growing. Students from
up country started to  pour into Bangkok. The NSCT took over
the control and organization of the protest from Thammasat
student leaders.

Friday, October 12
The protesting crowd at Thammasat was joined by

students from schools and universities which were closed
indefinitely. Meanwhile, Radio Thailand warned parents to
keep their children from the protesting area, claiming that
armed terrorists were among the protestors. However, the
public seemed to be sympathetic to the students. Donations
of food supplies and money kept pouring in

At noon, the NSCT presented an ultimatum to the
Government demanding the unconditional release of the 13
detainees by noon of the next day. It also warned the govern-
ment of decisive actions if the students’ demand was not met
with a satisfactory answer.

At 8:00 p.m., Radio Thailand announced that bail would
be granted to  the detainees. Mr. Khaisang Suksai, the last
person arrested, refused to accept the bail, reasoning that
accepting bail would automatically mean accepting the charges
of the Government. The other twelve detainees did not accept
the bail either after learning that the NSCT reaffirmed the
demand of unconditional release. The leaders of  the protesting
students considered the bail a Government tactic to  avoid the
issue.

All through the night, heated anti-government speeches
were incessantly delivered by student leaders from various
institutions. This was alternated with the time count-down
as dawn was approaching.
Saturday, October 13 00:15 a.m.

The detainees at Bangkhane Detention Centre firmly
refused to leave their cells unless the NSCT instructed them
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to do  so. Police tried to  force them out of the detention cells.

9:00 a.m.
The NSCT maintained its ultimatum. Tension was

building up as students and supporting people waited for the
Government’s answer. The campus ground was overpacked.
The NSCT Food and Welfare Committee provided the
protestors with food and necessary supplies while the noon
deadline was nearing.

10:00 a.m.
The protestors started the preparation for a demonstra-

tion march in case the Government failed to meet the noon
deadline.

The organizing group was set up, consisting of three
sections.
Section A The NSCT Executive Committee
Section B Students Co-ordinators
Section C : Units responsible for demonstration facilities

Unit 1 : Welfare Officers
Unit 2 : Technical Officers
Unit 3 Intelligence Officers
Unit 4 Security Officers
Unit 5 Medical Officers
Unit 6 : Donation Officers
Unit 7 Transportation Officers
Unit 8 : General Liaison Officers

10:30 a.m.
Soldiers took up positions to  block off the roads leading

to the Communist Suppression Operations Command Head-
quarters where Field Marshal Prapass Charusathiara, in his
capacity as the Chairman of the Peace Keeping Committee,
was directing the operation unit.

All gates around Thammasat campus were closed as
a precaution against the “third hand” subversion group. More
students and supporting people kept streaming in but they
had to wait outside. The number of protestors exceeded
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250,000.
12:04 p.m.

No answer came from the Government. There was
instead an order for a full alert of all police and army forces.
The “decisive action” announced by the NSCT was finally
put into action when the Government failed to  meet the
deadline.

The biggest anti-government demonstration Thailand
had ever witnessed began heading for Democracy Monument
on Rajdamnern Avenue, where the . protestors were supposed
to stop for further aotion. However, the tremendous number
of demonstrators forced the column to extend as far as the
Pan Fah Bridge. Heading the demonstration marching column
were girl students carrying pictures of Their Majesties the King
and Queen, the national and Buddhist flags. This was the
students’ strategic attempt to avoid violence the Government
agents might start. Students from engineering schools who were
given security assignments walked alongside the main body of
marchers. First aid workers mingled with the demonstrators
carrying Red Cross flags.
3:00 -p.m.

The NSCT, still hoping for a satisfactory answer from
the Government, extended the deadline to 5:00 p.m. Repre-
sentatives of the NSCT went to see Field Marshal Prapass at
his command headquarters. They were informed that the
thirteen detainees would be released under the condition that
there would no longer be any anti-government protest what-
soever. The NSCT representatives left to deliver the massage
to the protestors. But traffic and communication disruption
delayed them.
4:00 p.m.

The NSCT delegation of nine was granted an audience
with His Majesty the King at Chitralada Palace. His Majesty
called for the students’ cooperation to keep peace and order
in the country, now that their demand for the release of  the
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thirteen detainees and the earlier promulgation of the perma-
nent constitution was met.
5:00 p.m.

At the time of the second deadline, the demonstrators
at Democracy Monument were lost and confused, since
communication between the demonstration leaders and the
NSCT committee was impossible. The crowd was not aware
of rhe compromise between the Government and the NSCT
representatives. Saeksan Prasertkul, a demonstration leader
took control of the crowd and made a bold decision to direct
the uneasy crowd towards the Royal Plaza.
8:00 p.m.

Radio Thailand, a Government run radio station, broad-
cast the Government’s answer to  the students that the detainees
were all unconditionally released and the constitution drafting
would be completed in one year instead of three.
9:00 p.m.

The communication breakdown between the NSCT
committee and the demonstration leaders became a serious
problem. Some of the NSCT representatives who had followed
the mob to the Royal Plaza announced the message of the
agreement to the crowd through loudspeakers. Some of the
marchers began to leave. However, Saeksan Prasertkul asked
the demonstrators to  remain at the Royal Plaza until the
message was affirmed and delivered to them by the NSCT
Executive Committee members themselves.

Nine of the released activists anonymously got together
at Democracy Monument, which was planned to be the
meeting place of the NSCT leaders and the demonstration
leaders. Probably they were waiting for the decision of the
NSCT committee before they appeared in front of the de-
monstrating crowd. Doubts and rumors hovered in the
atmosphere.
10:00 p.m.

The Public Relations Department, which was in charge
of the Government’s propaganda, began to announce through
Radio Thailand that there were, among the remaining protes-
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